Serum level of parathyroid hormone in certain rheumatic diseases.
The mechanism of joint destruction in rheumatic diseases is a complex and not fully known phenomenon in which many factors probably take part. The hormones which regulate the bone metabolism may be engaged in this process. In this study the serum level of the parathyroid hormone was correlated with the degree of joint destruction observed in rheumatoid arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis and osteoarthritis. Besides the degree of joint changes (radiologic aspects) the extension of the pathological process and duration of disease were also considered and the serum and urine level of calcium and phosphorus was analyzed. Similar patterns of the parameter investigated were observed in the rheumatic diseases studied and in healthy persons.